High Politics and High Finance
done by England to himself must be added the injuries inflicted upon the commerce of his realm by Great Britain's persistent opposition to the Maritime League of the Northern Powers. Hence, he said, the wrongs sustained from English ships by the commercial interests of his realm. Such, briefly, was the Russian case against England. The charges were disposed of by Canning in a famous despatch. The refutation had, of course, irritated the Czar rather than convinced him. After the decisive defeat of his troops at Friedland, he determined to violate the promise he had given in the Treaty of Bartenstein of refusing any accommodation with Napoleon which did not include his allies. He therefore obtained an armistice from the victor, and arranged the famous meeting with Napoleon on a raft in the river Niemen, off the town of Tilsit. What followed was a new version of the Bourbon Family Compact brought to light by the elder Pitt.
The most amazing stipulations of the Tilsit agreement between the two Caesars did not directly affect England and may be very briefly summarised. The point from which they started was the overthrow of the Bourbon monarchy in Spain, of the Braganza line in Portugal, of the Turkish Sultanate if necessary, and of any other institutions which might interfere with Bonaparte's distribution of European countries among kings belonging to his own family, or with the rearrangement of Central European states ; these were to be parcelled out so as to become the most effectual bulwarks of the usurper's throne. In exchange for Russian neutrality or help with regard to those projects, the Czar was at once to have a free hand in Finland; he was to be allowed to absorb the entire European dominions of
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